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“Welcoming, Growing, Sharing God’s Love, Meeting Needs” 

 Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule 
        DECEMBER 17th - The Third Sunday of Advent 

 8:30 a.m. &11:00 am Worship Services 

 9:45 a.m.-Sunday School 

DECEMBER 21st 

7:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Special Worship Service 
DECEMBER 24th - Christmas Eve 

 10:00 a.m. One Worship Service, no Sunday School 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion   

 Interactive Service   
Children should arrive at 5:45 p.m. for Pageant costumes. 

11:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Communion Service 

DECEMBER 31st 

10:00 a.m. One Worship Service 

Christmas Eve No Rehearsal Pageant 
 

Children who attend the 6:00 PM Christmas Eve Service  
are invited to come a little early, pick out a costume/prop, and 
participate in our No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant.  Whether you 
want to be an Angel or a Shepherd, part of  the Holy Family, or 
one of  the manger animal witnesses, there is a part for all!   
 
 

December 21st is the winter solstice which is the shortest 

period of daylight and the longest night of the year.  This 

special service called – Blue Christmas, is designed to  

create a safe and sacred space for those who are  

struggling to feel the joy and light of this holiday season 

due to a loss of any kind.  It is not the intention of this 

service to be a service of healing, for what we lose cannot 

always be replaced.  Instead we hope this service will 

acknowledge the hole that grief leaves in one’s heart 

while simultaneously remembering that we worship a 

God who is with us, even in the darkest times.  This service has been written by a group called “A 

Sanctified Art” and written by Rev. Sara Are.  

       Special Worship Service 
           December 21st  
                  7:00 PM 



Attention All Women of  the Church 
 

Mark you calendars for a Women's event:  
                                The Christmas Dinner on December 19th at 6:30 p.m 
   There will be door prizes and live music entertainment.  Wear your favorite Christmas Sweater.  
                     Bring your daughter or a friend or neighbor.  The more the merrier. 
                  The dinner will be catered from The Chicken Place, at a cost of $10 each. 
                                                        Child Care Available  
—————————————————————————————————–———–————————————- 

                                            Teddy Bear Drive 

 

   Last Opportunity to Buy a Christmas Prayer Bear to benefit sick children at  
        Cook Children's Hospital.  Each sick child gets to pick out a teddy bear.   
          Bring your own new teddy bear or you can purchase a 5"-6" bear from 
            Edith Vaughn who will be on the Oak Terrace after the 8:30 service  
                    and before and after the 11:00 service on December 17th. 
                                             The price is 2 for $5. 
The bears will be received and blessed the night of the Women's Christmas Dinner.   

                                                                        Can't wait to see you there! 

 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Every year during this time, we turn our eyes toward Bethlehem and anticipate the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Through him we receive the indescribable gift of God’s grace. This year, we take time during 
the Advent and Christmas season to consider the gratitude we feel. It’s out of this gratitude that we 
turn to support church leaders who dedicate their lives in service to Christ and the church. It’s out of 
youthful wonder that students at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges look forward 
to a life of faith, worship, and Christian leadership. 
 
With Christ at the center this holiday season, we can follow in his example of servant leadership by 
serving our brothers and sisters in faith. Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we are able to support 
those in our community and give them the gift of hope. 

 
Funds from the Christmas Joy Offering help the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions provide critical financial  
assistance to eligible workers in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and their families, and to qualifying retired church workers 
and their families. 
 
The Christmas Joy Offering also supports the education and development of our future leaders at  Presbyterian-related racial 
ethnic schools and colleges. These schools are dedicated to creating opportunities and environments for racial ethnic students 
built on a foundation of Christian values. The Offering benefits Menaul School and Presbyterian Pan American School, two 
secondary schools that ready students for a path of higher learning, as well as Stillman College, where graduates are prepared 
for lives of leadership and service. 
 
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, we can share in the hope of Christ and celebrate his leadership by providing support 
to our church workers, racial ethnic young people, and their families.  St. Philip will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017. 

Epiphany Sunday – January 7, 2018 
Do you remember your Epiphany Star you received last January?   

How has God guided you this year?   
Has the word on your star brought you closer to Christ? 

 
     On January 7, 2018 we will celebrate Epiphany Sunday.  The congregation will be asked 
to share how the star they received last January guided them to find Christ or God.  Please 
be ready to share in the worship service on January 7 your story.  And to receive a new star 
for the new year.   

 

 

 



 

 

St. Philip Presbyterian Women Calendar 
 
 

Dec 19  Tuesday           6:30 p.m.   Christmas Dinner with live music- FH 
Jan 2     Tuesday         10:00 a.m.    PW Coordinating Team meeting- Parlor 
Jan 3     Wednesday    12:00 p.m.    Life Circle, Lesson 4, bring sack lunch- Parlor 
Jan 4     Thursday         1:30 p.m.    PW Bible Leaders Lesson 5 – Pastor Study 
Jan 9     Tuesday            9:30 a.m.    Grace Circle- Room 11 
Jan 9     Tuesday         10:00 a.m.    Sheila Bradley Circle – Parlor 
Jan 23   Tuesday           6:00 p.m.    Mission/Fellowship 

                                                                                             Painting/Wine, Appetizers- Youth Hall 
                                                                                             Valentines for Itasca Children's Home 

Note of  the Week from Joshua Brown 
 

We hope all of you have enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends.  We look forward to a lovely advent 
season.  Each Sunday in December, 10 minutes prior to each service, Vern and I will lead the congregation in a brief Carol 
Sing.  Be sure to get there early and be ready to sing.  We also have some wonderful ensemble and solo performances in 
store in December.  Every group is busy preparing for Advent.  Adult Handbells is performing on December 10th and then 
will take a break from rehearsing until we resume January 14th.   
 
The Chancel Choir is working on several anthems, some you will recognize and some which are new.   We look forward to 
sharing their gifts over the next several weeks.  We plan to give the choir time off from rehearsal and anthem singing on the 
dates below: 
 
                                                 Wednesdays                           Sundays 
              December 20                           December 24 6 PM Service (No Anthem) 
              December 27                           December 24 11 PM Service (No Anthem) 
              January 3 
 
Although the choir will not be singing an anthem on December 24th in the evening services, all visiting family members and 
friends who would like to sing in the choir for any of the services on Christmas Eve are welcome to join us in the choir 
loft.  We will not wear robes that day! 
 
As we approach 2018, we would love for you to join one of the musical  
ensembles at St. Philip.  You can fill out our online registration form at 
www.tinyurl.com/stphilmusicregistration or email me at joshuab@stphil.org.   

Thanks to the congregation for your generosity! 
The Apple and Angel Tree were a great success. 

 

The women had more than enough toiletry items to fill 40 hand sewn bags for the women at the night 
shelter.  We also collected enough money to fill 26 Christmas bags for the children at Itasca. The bags 
were filled with age specific items, personalized with their names and decorated with lots of colorful 
tissue paper and glittery bows. 
 

You also chose all 43 of the angels from the angel tree and we were able to fulfill those wishes for 
the night shelter children. 
Thanks to you, lots of folks will have a very happy holiday! 
Your love and caring for others continues to amaze us. 
 
We hope every one of you will have a Merry Christmas and a wonderful and peaceful New Year. 
 
Blessings, 
The Women of St. Philip 

                                        “Spiritual Classics” 
Last month’s Punch article quoted comments from members who spent a year reading and  
discussing the book “Classic Devotions.”  Beginning Tuesday, January 16th 7:00 – 8:30 PM, we 
will begin to read a very similar book.  This new book is titled “Spiritual Classics” edited by Rich-
ard J. Foster and Emilie Griffin.  But we are going to take this book in short periods of time.  On  
January 16th there will be an overview of the weekly process or readings and a review of the  
different traditions that make up the spiritual life.  Then on January 23 we will begin reading and 
talking about each week’s reading until the season of Lent.  This will mean we will gather four 
weeks to read and discuss the readings in the first section of the book “Meditation.”  Please plan 
on joining us for this special book study.  If you have questions, please ask Rev. Garis or Rev. 
Conner. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/stphilmusicregistration
mailto:joshuab@stphil.org


Financial Report                           November              Year to date 
 

                    Pledges      $ 35,108.87  $379,484.84 
                    Non-Pledges    $  4,749.57  $  71,453.74 
                    Other     $       25.00    $  50,281.48 
                                              $39,883.44  $501,220.06 
 
                    Expenses      $31,948.64  $461,904.03 
       $  7,934.80  $  39,316.03 
 
Thanks to everyone for their contributions. If you are not current on your pledge, please attempt to catch up as soon as 
possible.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
November 2017 
 

During its regular meeting in November, St Philip Session  
approved the following actions: 

Mission Outreach doing Minutes for Mission on December 10 and 17, 2017  

to promote the Christmas Joy Offering, and on January 7 and 28, 2017, to promote  

Jump for Joy. 

Placing a flier in the January 7, 2018 bulletin to share information about Greg’s sabbatical and giving  

a Minute for Mission to give an overview of the sabbatical to the congregation. 

Funding for Greg’s Sabbatical in 2018 to include: 

Any unused funds in the 2017 Pastor’s budget for travel and education to be moved to a temporary 

restricted account 

Moving funds in the 2018 Pastor’s budget for travel and education to the same temporary restricted 

fund as above. 

The Griffith Roofing Company proposal to fix the rotting portions of the north and east walls where water 

leaks have occurred. The cost will be $26,470. 

Creating a coaching team with Bill Parmelee as the leader.  This team will work with St. Philip as we make 

the transition from committees to the team concept.  

Receiving $5000 from Todd Clark (Harold and Doris Clark’s son) designated for the Community Garden. 

Foundation Funds spending plan for 2017 which recommends spending a total of $40,000 ($20,000 for 

Mission and Benevolence and $20,000 for Special Church Projects.) 

Foundation Funds granting $1500 to Jump for Joy, which is scheduled for February 3, 2018. 

Year End Contributions and Check Requests 
 

     This is the time of year when tax considerations are especially important. All contributions to be  
included for 2017 must be postmarked no later than midnight, December 31.  
 

Check requests for bills to be paid out of 2017 funds must be received in the church office absolutely 
no later than Monday morning, December 18th. It would be better to turn in check requests prior to 
that date to avoid the end of year rush. No checks will be written the first week of January due to year 

end closing, and no checks will be paid out of the 2017 budget after  December 31, 2017. 
 

End-of-year contributions will be accepted and posted as usual when  
the staff returns and begins the end-of-year closing process. 

 
Online Contributions 

You also have the option of giving online.  
The link below will take you to the St. Philip website online giving page. 

Online Giving 
The "Donate" button will let you select the type of contribution you wish to make. 

Automatic Monthly Contribution 
Please call the church finance office if you are interested in setting up recurring payments  
for your monthly offering. We will set up your account and you have the option of having  

your credit card charged on the 5th or the 25th of each month. 

http://www.stphil.org/#/welcome/online-giving


             December 2017/January 2018 

  Youth meet every Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Youth Hall. 

 

12/16      3-6:00 p.m.-Youth Christmas Party 

12/31      No Youth      

01/07      5:00 p.m.– Parent/Sponsor Meeting 

01/14      5:00 p.m.– Prayer Stations 

01/21      5:00 p.m.– Topic Discussions 
 

 

LESSONS & NEWS FOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip Sunday School children and youth will be studying the following during classes 
starting at 9:45 A.M. during the months of  December and January. 
 

Birth-Age 2 children will hear Bible stories that are designed for young learners.  Room 18 
Ages 2-Pre K are studying In December,- “Jesus is Born”, In January, Jesus’ Miracles Room 4 
Ages K-2nd grade and 3rd - 5th grade are using the Growing with Grace and Gratitude curriculum, 
which is rooted in the foundation of Presbyterian identity where God's grace and our gratitude are the 
heartbeat of our faith, life, and worship; and which extends an invitation to discipleship that inspires 
children to learn and practice hospitality, generosity, and love; and which reaches beyond Sunday 
morning, encouraging children to live their lives as an expression of God's grace. 
Ages K-2nd grade begin in Room 10 and move to Room 7. 
3rd-5th grade begin in Room 10 and move to Room 8. 
Jr. High (6th-8th grades) will be using Echo the Story, which is a 12-week Bible overview for youth 
using storytelling, creative reflection, and dialogue. Loft  
Sr. High (9th-12th grades) will be using Feasting on the Word, which provides opportunities for this age 
group to explore their personal and communal identity in Jesus Christ through meaningful community 
building experiences, engaging Bible study, and relevant learning activities. Biblical stories will come alive 
in new and creative ways. In response to God’s amazing, unconditional love, youth will be challenged to 
put their faith into action as they grow to understand themselves as Christ’s disciples. Youth Hall  

YOUNG ADULTS 
Gather together on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Youth Hall, or a place to be determined,  
for fellowship and discussion. 
For more information contact  

Rev. Alissa Conner 

YOUTH CALENDAR 
AND EVENTS 

 Confirmation  
Special Event 

 
 December 17th 
Make Advent gift  

and take to Sr. Friend-Confirmands,  
Parents and Sponsors 
12:30-2:30 p.m.-Lunch in Youth Hall 

St. Philip Presbyterian Church Adult Education  
 

Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
Adults  
Joy Class is for adults with intellectual or developmental disabilities.   
We combine instruction, music and crafts to teach adults the basics of the  
Christian faith.  This class uses shared leadership and is studying compassion.  Parlor 
 
In December and January Alpha Class will be studying 2 Corinthians. Library 
 
In December the Feasting on the Word Class will be studying the following topics: 
 
December 17th, 2017, will explore salvation as a quality of life here and now that reflects God’s desires for human 
community. (Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11) 
December 24th, No Sunday School ***Merry Christmas*** 
December 31st, 2017, No Sunday School ***Happy New Year*** 
 
January 7th, will reflect on God bringing order out of chaos both in the natural world and in their lives. 
January 14th, will ponder the ways we discern God’s call today. 
January 21st, will consider how discipleship is initiated and sustained by the gracious call of Jesus Christ. 
January 28th, will consider the ways recounting God’s faithfulness to the covenant calls forth praise and strengthens 
faith. 
Room  11 
                                                           Visitors are welcome! 

 



 

ST. PHILIP PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 

St Philip Preschool is offering a new product for a fundraiser for the preschool! 
 

Usborne Cards will be for sale: 
4 different  boxes of 30 cards each $30 per box! 

Unique, high quality cards available for all occasions. 
 

Come by the preschool office, church office,  
or email cindyb@stphil.org to place your order 

January 16th-30th. 
 Make checks payable to St Philip Preschool. 

 
Thank you for your support of our preschool. 
Blessings,  Cindy Baren 

   

MARINERS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Join the Mariners for a Christmas  
dinner at Catfish & Company on  
Saturday, Dec. 16th, at 6:00 pm.   

900 Airport Freeway #110 
Hurst, TX 76054.   

Everyone is Welcome.   
 

RSVP to Joe or Paula Flores at 817-284-2771  
if you plan to attend so that the restaurant can 
prepare for the number of  people attending. 

Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.  
December  20th in the Parlor,  

December 27th at Bacon’s Bistro. 
  

All men of the church and visitors are  
welcome.  No age limits or requirements.       

 
JOIN US FOR COFFEE, DONUTS,   

AND  FELLOWSHIP! 

MEN’S MEN’S MEN’S    

COFFEECOFFEECOFFEE   

FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP   

JUMP FOR JOY RESTAURANTS 
 

Do you have a favorite restaurant in the HEB ISD community that might be interested in participating in the Food 
Court at the “Jump For Joy” benefit for homeless and at risk children in the HEB school district? 
 

Would you be willing to contact one of the restaurants listed below? 
 

We want to thank and recognize them for participating in the Food Court in the past.  And of course, invite them 
back.  
 

Rosakos                           Abuelos 
Miguelitos                        Slim Chickens 
Raising Cane for tea         Bacons 
Soul Mans BBQ               Brookside Café 
Italiannis                          Chop House Burgers 
   

If you have answered yes or maybe, please contact Wendy Parmelee for more details 
817-991-3202.   

 

The Ministry of St. Philip Touches Lives 
 

 For many years those seeking assistance in our community call St. 
Philip to set up appointments to receive financial assistance.  About 13 
individuals or families are helped each month of the year.  Most months 
there are stories from people that have broken our hearts, but sometimes 
we can go the extra mile in helping someone in need.   
 A few weeks ago, a woman received an appointment and on the 
day of the appointment had to walk to St. Philip to be interviewed.  We 
heard that she thought she would ride her bicycle but the night before it 
was stolen.  
 Once the story was shared and faithful people of St. Philip heard 
of this woman’s need a faithful member went to a local pawn shop to  
purchase a bike to give to this woman.  When the pawn shop employee 
heard the story, the bike was cut in half.  And the new bike was delivered 
to the woman in need.  The smile of this woman was infectious as St. 
Philip and members and staff helped as Christ would have helped.  
 

Thanks be to God.  
 

mailto:cindyb@stphil.org


 

 
 
 

 

2nd Carolyn Jester 
3rd Del Whiteman 
3rd Easton Trevino 
5th George Cox 
5th Nancy Daffern 
7th Beverly Dobesh 
8th Tallulah Koenig 
9th George Larkin 
11th Patrice Napier 
12th Molly Hunter 
14th Teri Perez 
16th Bill Fuller 
16th Robert Baker 
18th Kathryn Webb 
18th Christy Anderson 
21st Mary Roddy 
22nd Helene Kiser 
22nd Anne Agee 
24th Charles Mecaskey 
24th  Emily Chu 
26th Walt Mitchell 
27th Paul Demer 
28th Jo Holt 
28th Dave Riley 
28th Jessica Grose 
30th Carol Zimmerman 
30th Carol Byrne 
30th Linda Lawrence 
31st Chuck Lucas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1st Bob Cook 
1st Karen Qualley 
1st Joe Sogan 
2nd Julie Norton 
3rd Patty O’Brien 
3rd Courtney Mullins 
4th Melissa Moffett 
5th Bobbie Wied 
5th Jennifer Stark 
8th Sherry Smith  
8th Susan  Billings 
9th Joe Flores 
9th Madison McLain 
11th Imogene Mecaskey 
11th Randy Welch 
11th Lindsay Zimmer 
13th Hope Garis 
17th Louise Scheuchl 
17th Donna MacLeod 
20th Esther Johnson 
20th Elma Lee Mulkey 
22nd Yao Senagbe 
25th Bobby  Rippe 
26th Scott Allen 
28th Pat Swanzy 
29th Susan Neal 
30th Jake Skodak 
30th Greg Garis 
31st J.W. Shaunty 
31st Jackie Berry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1st Bob Urban 
3rd Michelle Agee 
4th Barbara Lambert 
6th Ian Poston 
7th George Staples 
8th Ellis Rogers 
8th Steve Noakes 
9th Zachary Saunders 
9th Godwin Senagbe 
10th Ben Skodak 
11th Pat Kee 
12th Bruce Cleveland 
12th Sherri Siler 
12th Sharon Curry 
14th Scott Forester 
15th Betsy Smith 
15th Steve Koenig 
20th Betty Laehr 
21st Ashley Hansen 
22nd Lynette Mercer 
26th Doris Wilk 
26th  Diane Keller 
 
 

 
 

N.E.E.D  
 

This month the following requests have been made: 
 

Sugar 
Barbecue Sauce 
Ketchup 
Mustard 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 
 

Your Mission Outreach Committee 

Are you receiving  the Weekly  
Announcements? 

 

Each Friday an email is sent with the  
upcoming weeks’ events, birthdays and other  

important announcements.  You must “opt in”  
to receive this email.  If you are not receiving this 
email or you know of someone who is not, please 
send an email to mitzic@stphil.org  requesting to 
be added to the weekly email list.  You will then 

receive an email with a link to sign up.  



ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
745 W PIPELINE ROAD 
HURST, TEXAS 76053-4999 
DECEMBER, 2017 

St. Philip on Social Media 
Calling all Facebook Friends: come join our SPPC Facebook and Twitter community!  Stay updated on all the latest 
events and news in our church community.  Do you have information or pictures that you want to share with the rest of 
the congregation?  You can now email all your  details to socialmedia@stphil.org!  Like us, follow us, join us! 
                                

                                
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                          facebook.com/stphilhursttx 
                            
                                     

                                    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                   @stphiliphurst 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Leah Moore, sister of Fran Noakes 
CONTINUE IN PRAYER FOR:  Chloe Brownlee...Debbie Bradley...Sandy Barlow...Maria Mbungo...Phillip 
Mbungo...Don Weston…Stevie Noakes...David French...Barbara Hanley Meyer…Jim Wood…Mark Marquez...Pat 
Culp…Shay Corneby…Randy Welch...Jim Toler…Charlotte Mecaskey...Virginia Reed...Cindy Simmons…Paul and 
June Holman…Tim Anderson...Joy McClasky…Bailey Atchley…Jennifer Hunter…Shelly Blevins…John Dietz…
Andrew Dietz...Mary Ann Nicholson…Mary Jo Wood…Ellis Rogers…Lu and Sara Brewer…Elma Lee Mulkey…Ben 
Cross…Colby Steddum…Sally Starr  
REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN THE MILITARY: Ryan Erwin, grandson of Sue Ora...Michael 
Simmons, grandson of Ann Simmons...Joshua Bosworth, son of Curt & Grace Bosworth…Jesse Dean Swanzy, 
Grandson of Wayne & Pat Swanzy…Tanner Sprinkel, grandson of Linda Sprinkel…Zach Saunders, Tom & Lynette 
Mercer’s son…Josh Peck, son of Sherri Siler…Jennifer Reynolds, daughter of Margaret Reynolds…Matt & Cosmo 
Romo, great-nephews of Liz Hailey…Ben Temple, grandson of Tal & Jaylon Buie…Austin MacLeod, grandson of 
Lillian MacLeod...Caitlin Nance and Cameron Howard, granddaughter and grandson-in-law of Max and Ann 
McKee…Matt Kiser & David Kiser, sons of Helene Kiser 

mailto:socialmedia@stphil.org
http://facebook.com/stphilhursttx

